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Famous Nebraskans and World War I 

 

Join the Sarpy County Museum on Sunday, April 30th at 2 PM as they feature 

Famous Nebraskans and the Great War presented by local historian and Peru 

State College, Spencer Davis. This program explores how three important 

Nebraskans of the time reacted to World War I. William Jennings Bryan, who 

resigned as Secretary of State in President Woodrow Wilson’s cabinet because 

of his opposition to the war; Senator George Norris, who opposed President 

Wilson’s declaration of war; and Willa Cather, whose novel about the war won a 

Pulitzer Prize. 

 

Spencer Davis has a bachelor’s degree from Brown University, a master’s 

degree from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and a doctorate from the 

University of Toronto. He currently serves a Professor of History/Social 

Sciences at Peru State College. He has published articles on Olaudah Equiano 

and Ma Rainey and reviews in “Nebraska History”. His areas of specialization 

are Civil War and African-American history. 

 

About the Sarpy County Museum 

 

The Sarpy County Museum, incorporated in 1953, is committed to protecting,   

preserving and promoting Sarpy County’s rich history. It does this by hosting a 

variety of free programs, archiving local records and assisting with genealogy 

research. The museum is generously funded by Sarpy County and continues to 

rely on donations from members, volunteers and community supporters. The 

museum is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. For more information, contact the 

Sarpy County Museum, 402-292-1880 or museum@sarpycountymuseum.org.  
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Home of: Bellevue, Gretna,  

La Vista, Offutt AFB, 

Papillion, Springfield 
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